Ten years ago, the Inter-Asia Cultural Studies journal published a special issue on "Bandung/ Third Worldism" to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 1955 Bandung Conference (Vol. 6, no. 4, 2005) . Time flies. After a decade, we find ourselves in a more intensely difficult time and in a different context. Over the past 60 years, the world has been reshaped greatly. By now, the celebrated BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) have become the driving engines of world economy; and Indonesia, where the Bandung Conference was held, is visibly on the forefront of Southeast Asia regional economic growth. These ex/ socialist, ex/colonized and ex/third world countries seem to have emerged as the leading edge of global capitalism. There is a need at this conjuncture to critically reflect on the histories, the trajectories and the conditions of the world being transformed. Are these rising economies, with a revolutionary and antiimperialist past, able to create new forms of operation to break the conquering and exploitative logics of capitalism, or simply to reproduce what they were fighting against? If the complexities of the current situations demand us to move beyond an either/or understanding, what are the legacies of the Bandung and its spirits, which can be mobilized to imagine new forms of solidarity for a better world? On a more intellectual level, we will also need to sort out the changing conditions of knowledge production in diverse locations of the Third World. Having achieved a certain degree of autonomy, are we now better equipped to connect and reconnect critical circles of thought (local and regional formations growing in the past 60 years) located in the (ex) third world to forge different modes of knowledge production? How to develop different modes and systems of knowledge to account for and confront the complexity of the living world on different levels of abstraction has been and will continue to be the central concerns of the Inter-Asia Project.
With these questions in mind, mediating through the Inter-Asia network (the Inter-Asia School and the Inter-Asia Cultural Studies Society), we decided to take the opportunity of Bandung's 60th anniversary to organize a series of events under the frame of "Bandung/Third World 60 Years," exploring the possibility to revitalize the notion of the Third World as an incomplete intellectual project of linking critical circles of thought and knowledge production in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and Latin America. Since the beginning of 2015, different forms and scales of activity have been staged: in February, a round-table discussion took place in collaboration with the Kochi-Muziris Biennale; in April, representative figures from different parts of the world congregated in Hangzhou's Chinese Academy of Art for a two-day public forum; in May, Professor Paik Nak-chung from South Korea joined us in a round-table discussion as part of the East Asian Critical Journals Conference in Hong Kong's Lingnan University; in July, senior activist Muto Ichiyo gave a public lecture on "from Bandung to Durban" in Tokyo; in early August, a larger round-table, as part of the Inter-Asia Cultural Studies Society's biannual conference, took place in Airlangga University, Surayaba, Indonesia, and afterwards we went on a five-day field trip (with onsite discussions) to Bandung and Garut with the support of Indonesia's Rural Initiative; in October, a two-day public forum in Taipei's Guling Street Avant-garde Theater was held; in November, the Inter-Asia School and Okinawa University co-hosted, a workshop in Naha; and in December, Songkonghoe University's East Asia Institute organized a performance event in Seoul, gathering musicians from the movement sector across different parts of Asia. Outside our own initiatives, in early April, members of the Inter-Asia School paid a visit to the newly established Arab Council of Social Sciences (ACSS), based in Beirut, Lebanon, and in June, we attended the Assembly meeting of the CODESRIA (Council for the Development of Social Sciences in Africa), in Dakar, Senegal, West Africa, attempting to connect with the Arabic and African circles of thought. In short, it has been a tremendous learning process. In particular, the Bandung visit took us to villages in the nearby Garut area where the land occupy movement, led by the Peasant Union, has taken place; we then had the opportunity to interact with the leadership of the Confederation of Indonesian People's Movement. To say the least, we were energized by the rise of popular movements in West Java and the associated optimism. This further reaffirms that the Inter-Asia network is a project connecting with the larger visions for social and political transformations.
It is not possible to document all the exciting encounters here. Presented in this special issue are mainly presentations from the Hangzhou Forum, where intense dialogues on diverse subjects took place. We have also included other materials documenting thoughts "on the road" in the events taking place in Surabaya, Bandung, Taipei and Okinawa. The Hangzhou gathering was an important moment for leading voices across generations from Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean to come together, including Samir Amin (Senegal), Roberto Bissio (Uruguay), Hilmar Farid (Indonesia), Jomo Kwame Sundaram (Malaysia), Rupert Lewis (Jamaica), Mahmood Mamdani (Uganda), Sam Moyo (Zimbabwe), Aditya Nigam (India), Wang Xiaoming (China), and of course, many other colleagues and comrades involved in the Inter-Asia network serving as interlocutors, such as Baik Youngseo (Korea), Stephen Chan (Hong Kong), Wakabayashi Chiyo (Okinawa), Yan Hairong (Hong Kong), Shunya Yoshimi and Ikegami Yoshihiko from Japan, and Dong Xiaodan, Sun Ge, Wang Zhongcheng, Xu Jiang and Zhang Zhiqiang from China. For most of us, to be able to sit together and engage with friends from different part of Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and Latin America was an unprecedented and privileged experience. Conversations in the two-day meeting, on 18 and 19 April (the first two days of the 1955 Bandung Conference), reaffirmed that Asia does not exist in isolation and needs to be understood as part of the Third World, and most importantly, in the future, we will have to connect and engage more actively with the work generated by intellectual communities such as CDOESRIA, ACSS, and CLASCO (Latin American Council of Social Sciences). The engagement needs to go beyond merely solidarity to reach a more substantial level of knowledge production to develop a more grounded mode of analysis, mutually informed by each other in different locations, and capable of explaining the changing conditions of the world, locally, regionally, globally, and in the intersection.
In addition, we include in this issue two important interviews with late Professor Sam Moyo who passed away on 22 November in a car accident in Delhi, and a tribute from Professor Mahmood Mamdani, who has been a comrade of Professor Moyo for almost 40 years. A globally influential figure in Agrarian Studies, especially on the land question, Professor Moyo kindly agreed to come to Hangzhou with very short notice. For most of us involved in the Inter-Asia network, it was our first chance to meet him. His presentation on China's presence in Africa, included in this issue, was critical and honestly balanced, and has now become one of his last works on this difficult and important subject. His warm and easy-going personality, his erudite knowledge, and his intellectual-political commitment left unforgettable memories for all participants interacting with him inside and outside the conference. Yan Hairong and Chen Yiyuan's interview with him took place in this context. Before leaving Hangzhou, to open more intellectual channels between African and Asia, Professor Moyo invited us to join CODESRIA's Assembly, which was to happen in June. We did manage to join him two months later in Dakar, where the second interview was conducted. During this most intense meeting, from morning until evening every day for five days, we began to have a sense of the great achievement of this African intellectual circle which has nurtured and produced brilliant scholars such as Professor Moyo; as he indicated in the interview, without the existence of CODESRIA, his and other colleagues' work would be limited and would not be able to generate regional and global impacts, and in turn he and other core members have contributed to building a community of trust for the next generations to grow. In the past 40 some years, CODESRIA's Pan-Africanism (as an analytical framework) has been able to construct a solid modern intellectual tradition capable of analyzing difficult issues and troublesome problems from a continental perspective, breaking down the barriers of the nation-state boundary, in dialogue with the global community of knowledge. Thanks to Professor Moyo's activist impulse, his proactive initiation created an occasion for us to see what we need to learn from the African intellectual community and what is absent in Asia and beyond.
Our last contact with Professor Moyo was in September 2015. It was about concrete ideas to connect intellectual circles in Africa and Asia after the Hangzhou Forum. He listed a series of possible programs such as translation of essays and books, summer school and exchange for postgraduate students, a biennial intellectual forum, among other things. With his sudden departure, we are not certain to what extent we will be able to implement what he has suggested but will have to try our best to continue his "will to organize". Professor Sam Moyo has left us with a body of critical works and genuine friendship. For us, living in Asia and having the privilege to work with him as a comrade, we will treasure not only his friendship for the rest of our life, but, most importantly, a legacy of his tri-continental work, to which he has been committed and we will need to uphold. Professor Moyo will always be with us if we continue his legacy to push further the incomplete intellectual project of Africa, Asia and Latin-America links. Inter-Asia Cultural Studies: Movements will be such a place for dialogues.
To honor his lifetime contribution, we dedicate this special issue on "Bandung/Third World 60 Years" to Professor Sam Moyo.
